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Start by doing what's necessary; then do what's possible; and suddenly you are doing the impossible. 

-Francis of Assisi

 

Dear Friend of Franciscan Works + Liberia Mission,
 
What a spring it has been! Our days have been full with
national examination preparation, farm and piggery upkeep,
and Lenten activities. I am excited to share with you more
about the past few months in this edition of our quarterly
newsletter.
 
Over the summer, we will have a large group of students
graduating from 9th grade and high school. These students
just completed their national exams, which they have been
studying for over the past few months. Lent also brought our
students together this Spring in reflection, prayer and fasting.
It was our first Lent that we took our students on a prayer
retreat. For many of them, that was their first time sitting in
silence to be with God. It was beautiful to hear about the
experience of love and peace many of them felt through this
time of quiet.
 
A few weeks later, our Easter celebration was electric with
energy. From our joy filled mass to a feast with roasted pork,
Liberia Mission indeed embodied the good news that Christ
has risen. 
 
Your financial support is what makes all of this possible and
we are grateful that you bring joy and hope to our community
on the other side of the globe. Your generosity is felt in the
hearts of our students. Our Board of Directors is also working
on a strategic plan we will be sharing in the coming months,
so stay tuned!
 
Thank you for your kindness and love for our community. 
 
Sincerely,
 
 
 
 
Elena Bettis, MA
Director of Operations & Communications
 
 

Stay updated on our work!

 
 

 @liberiamission
 

@franciscanworks
 

@franciscanworks
 

 Follow Us!

To donate to Liberia Mission, please visit www.franciscanworks.org/giveDONATE

Our students on their first prayer retreat this Lent. From times of
silent reflection to walks on the beach, it was a beautiful day! To
see the full story, visit our YouTube channel @FranciscanWorks
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Easter On the Mission

Praying for Liberia

Our Easter celebration this year was a success!  All of the Liberia Mission family — students from the
University of Liberia, Booker Washington Institute, St. Kizito High School, and our own St. Anthony of Padua
Catholic School — were represented on campus for Holy Week. On Holy Thursday, we had a traditional
Passover meal, complete with lamb, bitter herbs, and candles. That evening, Fr. Yao came to celebrate
Mass with us and performed the washing of the feet for members of our faith community. On Good Friday,
students put on a Passion drama that showed all that Jesus did for us in His final hours on Earth. On Holy
Saturday, we prayerfully prepared for the Easter Vigil Mass. We also prepared for Easter Sunday by painting
eggs for our Easter egg hunt, preparing food for our Easter feast, and decorating our chapel. During Vigil
Mass Saturday night, we celebrated Jesus as the light of the world and entered the chapel holding candles.
After Mass our students remained in the chapel until midnight, singing, dancing, and proclaiming the risen
Christ. Easter Sunday began in the morning with the Holy Mass. Our chapel was packed with everyone
dressed in their very best! After the Mass, all the children rushed out of the chapel to begin the Easter egg
hunt. Everyone was searching for the golden egg, which they get a prize for finding. For our meal, we
roasted a whole pig on our homemade, outdoor oven. There was also fried chicken, potato salad, rice and
gravy, and soft drinks. Everyone loved eating this delectable meal together. Overall, our Easter Triduum this
year was a very special one. We upheld many long-standing traditions unique to Liberia Mission that
allowed us to enter into the mystery of Christ’s passion, death and resurrection. We look forward to next
year, when we can do it all again! Alleluia!

Our Holy Week procession
along Kakata Highway.

Our students enjoy an Easter
buffet after the egg hunt.

The Easter egg hunt is the favorite
activity for our students!

Students enjoying an Easter
meal with us!

Again, those who are blessed enough to be paid in USD don’t feel the
negative impact. However, the average Liberian does business in LD
and the poor rarely access USD. This situation surrounding the
exchange rate has led to many protests against the government
recently. Please pray that the Holy Spirit might find a way for Liberia to
end this economic crisis so that ALL Liberians—especially the poor—will
be able to sufficiently provide for their families with the money that they
earn. As the Liberians sing in one of their praise and worship songs, “You
are able to do what no man can do.  You are able, God!”

Liberia is currently facing a financial crisis. We wanted to share what is going on to ask you to join us in
praying for our Liberian community. Liberia is a dual currency country. Although the Liberian Dollar (LD) is
the official currency, the United States Dollar (USD) is also legal tender. The Liberian Dollar has been
steadily depreciating in value over the past several years. For example, one year ago, in May 2018, the rate
of exchange was $120 LD to $1 USD; it is now currently $180 LD to $1 USD. Apart from a handful of
Liberians who work for foreign NGOs that pay their employees in USD (like Franciscan Works), the vast
majority of Liberians receive their wages in LD.  
 
What does this mean for Liberians? One year ago, a teacher making $18,000 LD per month could
exchange that wage for $150 USD. Now, at the 180:1 rate, it can only be exchanged for $100 USD. The cost
of goods is also high. For example, a sack of water (30 individual bags of drinking water) that was $75 LD
two months ago is now $120 LD.
 

A sign by a gas station near Liberia
Mission showing the exchange rate for
the day
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Easter On the Mission Honors Program

                                            Where were you born?
                                         I was born at ELWA Hospital on the outskirts of Monrovia, the capital of Liberia. I                       
                                       grew up in Congo town, which is a suburb of Monrovia. A little over a year ago, I 
                                     moved to my grandmother’s house in Cooper Farm with my mother, two brothers, and 
                                  two sisters. This is my first year at St. Anthony of Padua Catholic School. My brother, 
                                Romeo, and my two sisters, Grace and Kimberly, also attend St. Anthony’s.
 
What is your favorite food?
I love Liberian barbeque. It is not the same as American barbeque, though. Any kind of meat, like chicken or
pork, is boiled in a small amount of water. Then you add hot pepper and Liberian peanut butter—it’s
different than American peanut butter! It’s not as creamy and is good for cooking. The sauce reduces and
becomes thick, sticking to the meat. It’s sweet (delicious), and you can eat it with rice! 
 
What is your favorite activity?
I love to study so that I can make good grades in all my classes. It’s the truth!
 
What grade are you in?
I am currently in the 7th grade, but I was in 6th grade at the beginning of the year. I received High Honors
for the first semester, with a 91.7 grade average. I was promoted to the 7th grade at the beginning of the
second semester. 
 
What is your favorite subject?
My favorite subject is General Science because I love to learn about good health and how natural disasters
happen.
 
Are you involved in any extracurricular activities or student organizations?
Yes, I am in the Press Club. I read news and other announcements during our school’s morning devotion
(assembly) on Tuesdays and Thursdays.
 
What do you like about St. Anthony of Padua Catholic School?
I like the teachers here because they really explain the lessons so that the students can understand the
material well. Also, although I am not Catholic, I enjoy singing hymns during Holy Mass.
 
What do you think St. Anthony of Padua Catholic School has done for you in your life?
St. Anthony’s is making my future bright because I’m learning to help make my country a better place. In
addition to that, I have made a lot of friends here at the school that also live in my town. So now I have a lot
of friends to be with both at home and at school!
 
Finally, what is your dream for when you grow up?
I want to be a medical doctor!
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Rice is THE staple food of the Liberian diet, and 99% of all Liberians eat rice at least once a day.                
If a Liberian does not eat rice, they will say that they did not eat for that day, despite                
having maybe eaten bread, fruit, or even spaghetti!  It is served with a sauce called a "soup"                 
(with chicken, dried fish, or beef) and eaten with a spoon, not a fork.
 
Liberia is the second oldest black republic in the world, after Haiti.  It is the oldest republic in Africa.
 
The flag of Liberia is similar to that of the United States. There are eleven stripes that symbolize the
11 signatories of the Liberian Declaration of Independence. The red and white symbolize courage
and moral excellence.  The white star represents the first independent, Western-styled republic in
Africa. The blue square represents the African continent.
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Easter On the Mission Honors Program

FIRST EVER HONORS PROGRAM CEREMONY
In April, St. Anthony of Padua Catholic School hosted its first ever Honors Program Ceremony in St. Michael the
Archangel Chapel. The ceremony celebrated students whose grade average was 85 or above for the first
semester. Additionally, high honors and special recognitions were given to those students with a grade average
of 91 or above. The atmosphere in the chapel was electric, and we were also excited to see such a big turnout of
parents, who occupied over half of the chapel!
 
RECOGNIZING HARD WORK
At the beginning of the program, the school administration informed all in attendance that good grades would not
go unnoticed at St. Anthony’s. At the end of the school year, anyone having a 91 or above cumulative average for
the year 2018/2019 would receive a full tuition scholarship for the following academic year! Anyone having
between 85-91 would receive a half-tuition scholarship. Also, any 9th grader having a 91 or above for the year
would receive a full tuition scholarship to the Booker Washington Institute (Liberia’s premier vocational high
school, where most of our sponsored high school students go).
 
CERTIFICATE CEREMONY
Finally, it was time to recognize the honors students. Proud parents rushed to embrace their children as they
received their certificates. Many pictures were taken and many tears of joy were shed. We are grateful to God for
the spirit of joy shared during the ceremony and all the hard work our students put in to get good grades!

S t u d e n t s  P r e p a r e  f o r  T e s t i n g  

Our First Honors Program

9TH GRADE TESTING
Over the past few month, our ninth-graders at St. Anthony of Padua primarily focused on preparing for the
Liberia Junior High School Certificate Examination, more commonly known as “the W.A.E.C.” (the abbreviation for
West African Examination Council, the body responsible for administering the exam). All of our residential ninth-
graders, and many from the surrounding community, attended optional extra classes after school that better
prepared them for this challenging test. During the second week of May, they also took “mock” exams as a
means to prepare for the test. After the mocks, they had one week of review before the actual exam. The test is
taken over the course of one week, from May 20th-24th and the results usually take about a month to determine.
 
HIGH SCHOOL TESTING
Our high school students at St. Kizito and B.W.I. have also been studying hard for an exam called the West
African Senior Student Certificate Examination (“the W.A.S.S.C.E.”).  The W.A.S.S.C.E. is taken over the period of
one month and ends on May 24th. Students must pass the W.A.S.S.C.E. before attending college or university,
both in Liberia and in the nations of West Africa.The W.A.S.S.C.E. results also take one month to calculate.

Our honors program students
proudly display their certificates

Our Honors students in front of the 
St. Anthony mural on our school

Our smallest students were also
honored during this Honors Program

Our students here prepare for their exams by taking mock tests.



Easter On the Mission Honors Program

D o  y o u  s p o n s o r  a  g r a d u a t i n g  s t u d e n t ?

We have many students graduating from St.  Anthony of Padua, St.  Kizito High
School,  and Booker Washington Institute this year! The graduation process
differs from that in America, so we wanted to give you an update if  you are
expecting your sponsor student to graduate. Please note that for all  students, if
their status in our program changes and they are no longer receiving our
support,  we will  notify you and reassign you a new student.  For many of the
students, they will  continue on in their education and your support will  follow
your current student.  If  your student graduates and does not continue their
education, we will  let you know.
 
9TH GRADE GRADUATES
Our ninth grade students at St.  Anthony of Padua will  be graduating on Sunday,
July 14th. In their last few months of school,  they were primarily focused on
preparing for their Liberia Junior High School Certif icate Examination (L.J.H.S.C.)
which they will  take at the end of May. After the L.J.H.S.C. ,  ninth graders,
including most residential students, go home to await clearance for graduation.
In the two weeks leading up to graduation on July 14th, f inal grades are
calculated and report cards are made. We hold our ninth grade graduation
ceremony on Sunday, July 14th, which is a joyous occasions. All  of our ninth
graders plan to go to B.W.I .
 
HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES
High school graduation is different than graduation in the U.S. Our high school
students at St.  Kizito and Booker Washington Institute (B.W.I . )  took an
examination for graduating high school students, called the West African Senior
Student Certif icate Examination (“the W.A.S.S.C.E.”) .  They f inished this exam on
May 24th and were then f inished with school.  However, unlike the gap between
school closing and graduation at St.  Anthony’s,  the one for St.  Kizito and B.W.I .  is
much larger.  St .  Kizito’s high school graduation is usually in September and
B.W.I . ’s is usually in October.   
 
There are are several reasons why this gap is larger than the gap in the U.S.
First,  preparations for graduation in Liberia do not begin until  after school
closes. The graduation materials,  such as caps, gowns, and certif icates are all
ordered from out of country, usually from China. This process can be long and
drawn out at t imes. Also, because the events are beautiful and ornate, resources
are pooled together to provide the best possible ceremony, they are costly.
Graduation fees can be as much as $300, which is an extremely high cost for an
average Liberian (whose average annual salary is around $710).  The several
months in between school closing and graduation allow for famil ies to save
money for these graduation fees and graduation parties.  And in Liberia,  you must
have a graduation party!  
 
Like many other aspects of Liberian culture, the school year moves at a different
rhythm than that of America. Another example is college testing. Many of our
students took the University of Liberia entrance examination this past April .  I t  is
not abnormal that a graduating student might take a semester or year off before
deciding on what he or she wants to major in.  Also, all  of our B.W.I .  students
receive vocational trading and are certif ied in their specif ic trade upon
graduation. They may decide to pursue a job in their f ield, and that decision may
end up being the best course of action for them. It  all  works out in the end—
praise God! We are excited our students are graduating and moving towards
bright futures!

To donate to
Liberia Mission,
please vis it
www.franciscan
works.org/give

DONATE

H e r e  i s  w h a t  y o u  c a n  e x p e c t . . .


