
On November 3rd, Franciscan Works + Liberia Mission, Inc. will 

celebrate its 15th anniversary. We opened our doors in 

November 2003. Through God's faithfulness and the endless 

work of a dedicated community, we have grown to now be a 

loving and safe community of Catholic education for over 500 

Liberian youth.

Looking Back With our Board President

To make a donation to the children of Liberia Mission in honor of our anniversary, 

please return the enclosed envelope or donate online at www.franciscanworks.org.

Franciscan Works + Liberia Mission Inc.

I would like to thank 

the donors of Liberia 

Mission because 

without them, Liberia 

Mission wouldn’t be 

what it is today.  It is 

through their support, 

help, love and care that 

we are all here—the 

children AND the 

workers.  They are the 

cause of this unity, the 

cause of this Liberia 

Mission family. 

 

-Sianneh, a student at 

Liberia Mission since 

2003 who is graduating 

high school this year

Dear Friends of Franciscan Works + Liberia Mission, 

 

It has been 15 years since Dave Dionisi, our founder, was prompted by the Holy Spirit to start this 

work in Liberia. Gathering up a handful of children from the war-ravaged streets and giving them a 

safe home, food, education and the assurance that God loves them, Dave set the groundwork for 

our Mission. Although the work today is far more complex (running a church, our grade school, 

sending students to high school and college, and operating a farm) the mantra, "God, Education 

and Work," still drives everything we do. 

 

They say hind-sight is 20/20 and looking back is not always perfect for many of us who served in 

the trenches. We have learned so much along the way. But the real beauty of a glimpse back is to 

see the hand of God working in and through our brokenness to accomplish His plan. It is truly 

amazing! 

 

A group of us are heading to Liberia to join in the celebrations. Saturday November 3rd the 

students have arranged for a kickball tournament for the girls and a soccer tournament for the 

boys. Sunday November 4th we will have a beautiful anniversary Mass with the Archbishop. After 

the Mass we will have a huge pig roast, inviting the community. There will be carnival games set up 

in the classrooms and cultural dance performed on the basketball court. Tours of the campus will 

be offered by students as well. 

 

We will bring with us your greetings and well wishes to the students. You will be in our thoughts 

and prayers at the Mass. Thank you for your partnership in this work. 

 

Pax, 

Joe Sehnert, Board President 



Franciscan Works + Liberia Mission, Inc.
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Today!

Our mission welcomed 
in children who did not 
have anywhere else to 
live following the war.

Early students 
boarding our 
van at Liberia 
Mission.

Our students 
gathered for a 
meal in our first 
dining room.

Dave Dionisi, our founder, 
reading to students at the 
mission.

Our St. Anthony of Padua 
School, K-9th grade Catholic 
School, was established.

In 2008, our St. Michaels the Archangel Chapel 
was established. This serves as a house of 
worship for our students and the community.

Our Piggery was 
established, offering 
our students a place to 
learn animal husbandry. 
 

Our student body continues to grow. Here 
they proudly hold up the Liberian flag for 
Flag Day (a Liberian holiday celebrated on 
August 24th).

In 2003, we celebrated 
our 10th anniversary. 
This picture is of our 
student performing 
cultural dances for the 
celebration.

St. Anthony of Padua 
School grows each 
year. Here, the 
students gather for 
morning prayers 
before class.

Our students come 
together to celebrate 
Catholic holidays 
throughout the year. 
Here they are 
celebrating Holy Week. 

During our graduation ceremony 
each year, students receive 
certificate and grades in a joyful 
ceremony.

Liberia Mission also has a farm 
that has grown over the years. 
It provides nutritious fruits and 
vegetables for our residential 
students to eat. 

Students love school celebrations and 
competitions. Here, our students 
competed in soccer games and relay 
races during our 2018 Color Day. 

Liberia Mission was founded 
after the war as a safe home 
for children without families.

Liberia's 14 year civil 
war ended in 2003.

Looking Back Over 

The Last 15 Years



Meet "Grandma"
Martha Quoi—known on the mission as “Grandma”—has been 
a cook for Liberia Mission since 2005.  She is Mano by tribe 
and from Nimba County, Liberia.  The students affectionately 
call her Grandma because of her kindness, generosity, and 
good cooking! Here is what she shared in an interview about 
her time at Liberia Mission:

Martha Quoi in 2009

How has Liberia Mission impacted your life? 
As I always say, Liberia Mission is helping me.  If I am sad and 
having difficulties in my own life, Liberia Mission helps me to 
resolve my problems with its support.  Even when I am happy, 
Liberia Mission is still willing to help.  I also am deeply 
impacted and touched by the help they are giving to our 
Liberian youth. 
What is your favorite part about being in the Liberia Mission 
community? 
As an employee, I really appreciate having a ward I can send 
to school.  Liberia Mission allows me to send one of my 
children, or a child in my extended family, to St. Anthony 
School—free of charge.  I am grateful for this because Liberia 
Mission not only helps me, but also my family. 
Why do you think Liberia Mission is special? 
 I don’t have much experience with other missions in this 
country, but I do know that Liberia Mission is doing an 
exceptional job.  The children are eating three healthy meals 
a day—almost unheard of in this country.  We also have a 
nurse on the mission.  When the children get sick, they 
receive treatment immediately, not common in Liberia. 
What would you like to share with our supporters? 
I just want to say thank you very much.  Anything that is done 
on the mission is because of your effort and your donations. 
 You are doing an extremely good job for our people!   
What is a favorite memory you have at Liberia Mission? 
I don’t have a specific memory in mind, but I always love the 
times when we have special events.  When that type of day 
comes around, the mission does a really good job to make 
sure we have a good time.  We get to eat good food, listen to 
music, and relax.  I really love those big days!

Martha Quoi Today

Meet Sienna
Sianneh is twenty-one years old, Kpelle by tribe, and from Bong 
County, Liberia.  She came to the mission with her brother, 
Handful, in 2003.  They were orphans and among the first group of 
children to come to the mission.  She attended St. Anthony of 
Padua and is now studying plumbing at the Booker Washington 
Institute, Liberia’s premiere vocational high school. Here is what 
she shared in an interview about her time at Liberia Mission:

How has Liberia Mission impacted your life? 
Liberia Mission has given me so much: a spiritual life, an 
education, and a family.  All of this that I have received from 
Liberia Mission has helped me to feel important in society. 
 Honestly, Liberia Mission has impacted my life in more ways that 
I can count. 
 

 
Would you like to say anything to our supporters? 
I would like to thank the donors of Liberia Mission because without 
them, Liberia Mission wouldn’t be what it is today.  It is through their 
support, help, love and care that we are all here—the children AND 
the workers.  They are the cause of this unity, the cause of this 
Liberia Mission family. 
What is a favorite memory you have at Liberia Mission? 
I cannot forget Ma Helena.  She is one of the best people that I have 
ever met.  She was a housemother that taught me, my brother, and 
most of the kids, about the faith.  She truly made us understand it. 
Because of her I can proudly say that I am a woman today.  May her 
soul rest in peace. 

Liberia Mission 

has given me so 

much: a spiritual 

life, an education, 

and a family.  

Sianneh in 2004 Sianneh Today

Meet 4 members of the Liberia Mission Community 
as they look back on the last 15 years.

What is your favorite part about being in the 
Liberia Mission community?  
I enjoy everything we do; but most especially, I 
enjoy the spirituality and the faith.  I see that 
Jesus exists, and I see that there is true charity 
in a Christian faith.  I feel that Liberia Mission 
has helped me understand this.  
Why do you think Liberia Mission is special? 
Liberia Mission is special because of its charity. 
 It recognizes the burden that poor families are 
unable to bear, and it takes it up freely. 
 
 

"Start by doing what's necessary; then do what's possible; and suddenly 

you are doing the impossible." -Francis of Assisi 

Looking Back



Meet Handful
Handful is twenty-two years old, Kpelle by tribe, and from Bong 
County, Liberia. He came to the mission with his sister, Sianneh, 
in 2003. They were orphans and among the first group of children 
to come to the mission. He attended St. Anthony of Padua and St. 
Kizito Catholic High School. He currently studies agriculture at 
the University of Liberia and works as a houseparent at the 
mission. Here is what he shared in an interview about his time at 
Liberia Mission:

Handful in 2004 Handful Today

How has Liberia Mission impacted your life? 
Liberia Mission has greatly impacted my life by providing me 
with a good education, knowledge of God, and the 
importance of hard work.  When I was living with my auntie, 
she was unable to send me to school; so what Liberia Mission 
has done for me in terms of educations is really important. 
 Now I am an educated person—I know how to read, and I 
know about God.  I also pride myself as a hard-working 
beneficiary of this great institution. 
What is your favorite part about being in the Liberia Mission 
community? 
I love the unity among everyone in the Liberia Mission 
community.  We achieve our goals together.  Also, I love the 
structure and order of the day; Liberia Mission has really 
taught me how to be on time for scheduled activities and 
work.  Lastly, I love the great rules that are set in place, like 
Policy for the Protection of the Beneficiaries, that provide 
protection to all at the mission. 
Why do you think Liberia Mission is special? 
Amongst the many orphanages and mission homes in Liberia, 
it has one of the best schools in the country.  Also, they are 
always protecting their beneficiaries, providing meals on time, 
and caring for everyone’s needs.  
What do you want to share with our supporters? 
I want to take this time to express my gratitude to the donors 
of Liberia Mission.  They have been the ones who have been 
taking care of everyone here.  I want to encourage them to 
continue and persevere because they are helping the youth of 
Liberia to get a good education.  That education helps them to 
become important in society.  
What is a favorite memory you have at Liberia Mission? 
During the Ebola crisis in 2015, I had the opportunity to speak 
on the BBC radio station about the measures we were taking 
at the time to prevent Ebola from coming onto the mission.  I 
really loved representing Liberia Mission to an international 
audience. 

Meet Uncle Nufea
Augustine Nufea—known on the mission as “Uncle Nufea”—first 
came on the mission as a security guard in 2003. He is Kpelle by 
tribe and from Lofa County. In 2008 he became employed a 
houseparent, a position he still holds today. He has been part of the 
Liberia Mission family as an employee since shortly after the 
mission began; we are grateful for his service! Here is what he 
shared in an interview about his time at Liberia Mission:

How has Liberia Mission impacted your life? 
Liberia Mission has been providing me with a good job for many 
years.  Through my earnings, I am able to support my family 
well.  Before I had this job, it was hard for me to support my 
wife and children; and we had nothing.  But with the job, I could 
send my children to school, and I could provide a place for my 
family to live. 
What is your favorite part about being in the Liberia Mission 
community? 
I really love how Liberia Mission pushes agricultural training 
here.  Even though we may not fully provide all the necessary 
food that we eat, the children learn how to provide for 
themselves little by little.  I also really enjoy the workshops on 
child protection because I feel they help me to be a better 
houseparent. 
Why do you think Liberia Mission is special? 
During the war a lot of children lost their families.  Liberia 
Mission came in and addressed this situation.  Now a lot of 
children that were once at a disadvantage have really 
succeeded.  They are going to high school and college. They 
are even traveling beyond Liberia to chase after their dreams. 
What do you want to share with our supporters? 
I say “thank you” for bringing this program into our country.  You 
have your own families in your country, but you always send 
something to take care of our children.  These children would 
have gone nowhere without your help; some of them lost their 
families in the war, and there was no one else to take care of 
them.  Our government is not able to fully address this issue. 
 Thank you for helping our country. 

Uncle Nufea in 2004 Uncle Nufea Today

To donate and help continue the work of Liberia Mission, 

return the enclosed envelope, donate by phone at 773-809- 

4008, or donate online at www.franciscanworks.org. All 

gifts are tax-deductible to the full extent of the law. 


